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Foreign policy is considered an integral part of the national policy. But unlike policies in other
sectors, foreign policy of Nepal hardly comes under public deliberation, except for political
maneuvering around the ideas of nationalism and so on. Accordingly, in popular imagination,
Nepal’s foreign policy has become a matter of anxiety and speculation rather than anything to
do with rational analysis around national interest. So what is the modus operandi of foreign
policy making in Nepal? How Nepal handles its international relations? A veteran diplomat
presents analysis and testimony around these questions.

Dr. Bhekh B. Thapa holds BA Honors in Economics from Calcutta University, PhD in Economics
from Claremont University, and D. Lit honoris causa from Heidelberg University. Dr. Thapa
started his career as Member Secretary, National Planning Commission and also served as
Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Economic Planning. He served the country in the capacity
of Finance Secretary, Governor of the Nepal Rastra Bank, and Nepal’s ambassador to the USA as
well as to India. He was also the Finance Minister and Foreign Minister of Nepal. He has to his
credit a number of professional papers on contemporary issues of economic development and
development cooperation. At present, Dr Thapa is the Chair of the Board of Directors of Nick
Simons Institute (NSI).

About the Series
The Policy Discussion Series is an initiative of Martin Chautari and the Southasia Institute of Advanced Studies (SIAS)
under the aegis of Nepal Policy Research Network (NPRN). It aims to nurture a “community of practice”
around public policy in Nepal, by bringing together experienced and emerging public policy scholars
and practitioners to share their research insights and experiences with a larger audience.
With this Series, we seek to stimulate debates on contemporary public policy issues,
policy research methodologies, and institutions that create policy knowledge.
The Series is also a forum for the sharing of findings of policy-related research.
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