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The Rio + 20 outcome document The Future We Want had decided to develop and agree a single
set of goals for all the member countries to be called Sustainable Development Goals or SDGs
after the expiry of MDGs in 2015. Nepal is signatory to the Rio+20 declarations in which
countries have agreed to consider “..green economy in the context of sustainable development
and poverty eradication as one of the important tools available for achieving sustainable
development...”. The Rio+20 agreement hopes that ‘green economy’ will be the vehicle to
achieve the SDGs the pre-requisite for which is managing natural resources sustainably without
increasing negative environmental impacts. Nepal having largely a green economy has immense
potentials to chart its developmental path by adopting Green Economy tools and practices.
However, it also faces huge challenges, the most important one being reducing poverty,
adapting to climate change, enhance social and gender equity, and reduce environment
degradation. How can such a complex and contradicting goal be achieved? The talk aims to
propose and provoke a forward looking and constructive dialogue and discussions.

Dr Madhav Karki holds PhD and Masters’ degrees in Forestry and Natural Resources
Management from US universities and B.Sc. Agri. (Hons.) from PAU, India. He is currently
working as the Senior Research Faculty at the Institute for Social and Environmental Transition,
Nepal (ISET-Nepal). He also worked as the Deputy Director General (DDG) - Programmes (2005-
10) and DDG (Knowledge Management, 2010-12) at the International Centre for Integrated
Mountain Development (ICIMOD), Kathmandu. He has more than 30 years of professional
experience working in different positions and capacities mainly in South Asian and Himalayan
countries. He also worked as the Senior Programme Officer in IDRC, Canada’s Delhi office from
1995 to 2005. He also served as the Campus Chief and Asst. Dean of the Institute of Forestry,
Nepal and taught forestry courses as the Senior Lecturer for more than 10 years.
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The Policy Discussion Series is an initiative of Martin Chautari and the Southasia Institute of Advanced Studies (SIAS)
under the aegis of Nepal Policy Research Network (NPRN). It aims to nurture a “community of practice”
around public policy in Nepal, by bringing together experienced and emerging public policy scholars
and practitioners to share their research insights and experiences with a larger audience.
With this Series, we seek to stimulate debates on contemporary public policy issues,
policy research methodologies, and institutions that create policy knowledge.
The Series is also a forum for the sharing of findings of policy-related research.
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