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From South Africa to Eastern Europe to the Arab Spring, nonviolent action has proven 

capable of overthrowing autocratic regimes and bringing about revolutionary political 

change. In fact, recent research suggests that nonviolent movements are three times more 

effective in achieving their goals than violent ones. So why do some political movements 

still believe it necessary to take up arms? This talk will explore the history of violent and 

nonviolent strategies employed in Nepal since 1950 and assess Nepal's experience within 

the larger global context of revolutionary struggles. 

* * * 

 

Ches Thurber is a Ph.D. Candidate in International Relations at Tufts 

University's Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy and a Visiting Researcher at 

Southasia Institute of Advanced Studies. His research focuses on the spectrum of 

intrastate conflict from civil resistance to civil war. His work has been published in the 

Journal of Public and International Affairs and the al-Naklah Journal of Southwest Asia 

and Islamic Civilization. Previously, Ches has worked as a legislative assistant in the US 

Congress and the Vermont state legislature. 
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