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A one-day consultation program was hosted on 11th July 2011 at Yala Maya Kendra in Patan on 

“Improving Water Security in Nepal: Agendas for Research, Policy and Practice.” This was hosted by 

Kathmandu-based Southasia Institute of Advanced Studies (SIAS) in collaboration with the Nepal Office 

of International Water Management Institute (IWMI) in order to arrive at common themes and action 

points to guide research, policy and practice on water security, especially focusing on the poor and 

marginalized groups. The event was chaired and facilitated by Dr. Hari Dhungana, who is the Executive 

Director of Southasia Institute of Advanced Studies (SIAS). 

This consultation event brought together a total of twenty-eight representatives from national and 

international research organizations, government agencies, universities, water user federations and 

community federations. There was wide diversity of participation from amongst researchers, policy-

makers, practitioners and activists.  

The consultation was initiated in light of the fact that addressing water security is one of the most 

serious challenges facing countries like Nepal. Indeed in Nepal, the availability of water is central to rural 

and urban livelihoods and for the attainment of long-term socio-economic goals at a national and local 

scale. Water security is critical for the provision of basic health and sanitation needs, improved 

agricultural productivity, and a reliable and sustainable energy supply. Indeed, every year Nepal’s GDP 

growth is linked to the monsoon rains.  The challenges of water security have however become more 

complex in the context of growing urbanization, climate change, a weak state capacity and persistence 

of social inequity and conflict at various scales.  

Dr. Hari Dhungana moderated the half-day consultation, which focused on the following points: 

 Water security issues in specific sectors—Hydro, Drinking water, Irrigation, Sanitation 

 Water pollution and control 

 Water security policies and institutions –formalization issues 

 Urbanization and water security 

 Fragile state, political transition and opportunities for change 

 Stakeholder’s role on research, policy and practice 
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