
About Future Himalayan Research Seminars

Future Himalayan Research Seminar Series on Environment and Development is a research sharing 

platform to present recent and ongoing studies where researchers can meaningfully engage with 

each other and share knowledge. Not limiting itself to presentation and feedback loop, the seminar 

is also a platform for researcher to build social and intellectual relationship with contemporaries 

and experts from diverse array of research tradition within the overarching theme. Research 

seminar series is a bi-monthly event with open access to everyone interested. The seminar is 

planned for 1.5 hours, with first 45 minutes for presentation and the later half to engage with the 

audience for discussion and debate.

From the River to the Shivers: The Construction of an Anthropological 

Thesis Subject in Bardiya National Park (BNP, Bardiya)

Physical presence : SIAS Meeting Hall
Virtual presence : https://bit.ly/fhrss-
Date: 30th of May 2023
Time: 3:30 to 5:00 p.m
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Nolwen Vouiller   
PhD student in anthropology,  

working on a codirection between the University 
of Liege (Belgium) and the School for Advanced 

Studies in the Social Sciences (EHESS, France)

https://bit.ly/fhrss-


Created between the years 1988 and 1989, Bardiya National Park hosts very little 
anthropological work (Krauskopff, 1987; Normose, 2002; Bhatt, 2006) while research 
via the National Trust for Nature Conservation (NTNC), the object of research 
from the natural sciences (Jnawali, 1989; Baral & Heinen, 2007), or developmental 
sciences (Bhattarai & Fischer, 2014; Leystra, 2019; Leclerq et al., 2019). Initially 
starting from the study of a river, the Khauraha (part of the Karnali), and its bank, 
a banbhoj sthal, in the buffer zone of Bardiya National Park (also the subject of my 
Master’s thesis), the presenter is studying the feelings of humans in these human-
animal encounters, around and inside the Park. The presenter will reflect on the 
methodological evolution of her research subject and the methodologies she 
adopted and adapted during her fieldwork in the Bardiya buffer zone.

Seminar Overview 

Organized by:

SIAS is a Kathmandu-based research institute involved in Nepal and in South Asia in several social 
science and environmental issues. Its research utilizes recent knowledge in Nepal and globally to 
understand, unravel and interpret unfolding social, political, economic and environmental dynamics. 
SIAS also promotes critical dialogues on research, policy and practice interface.

Nolwen Vouiller is a third year PhD student in anthropology, working 
on a codirection between the University of Liege (ULiège, Belgium) 
and the School for Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences (EHESS, 
France), with a fieldwork in Bardiya district, on human-animals 
encounters, inside and around Bardiya National Park (BNP) from 2019 
(her master thesis). She first had a state diploma as a Psychomotor 
Therapist (Sorbonne Medecine University, France) and then an 

Anthropologist diploma (UCLouvain University, Belgium). 

Through the ULiège and the EHESS, Nolwen Vouiller is respectively affiliated to the 
“Laboratoire d’Anthropologie Sociale et Culturelle” (LASC) and the “Laboratoire 
d’Anthropologie Sociale” (LAS). She is also part of the association “Rés-EAUx”, as well as 
the “Réseau Chercheur Népal” (RCN), the “Multispecies Ethnography and Artistic Methods” 
(MEAM) and the “Centre d’Etudes Sud-Asiatiques et Himalayennes” (CESAH).
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