
WELL-BEING, DECISION-MAKING, AND RISK MANAGEMENT 
Building on established frameworks of WEE, this framework adds

women’s risk management capacities as one of the essential
elements for a resilient enterprise

Technological Assistance (digital tech, fin-
tech, business dev., value chain analysis,

marketing)

Socio-Cultural Domain (gender roles, power
dynamics, intersectionality – caste/ethnicity,

age, income, collectives, networks, cooperation,
norms, values, attitudes, beliefs) 

‘Co-production’ is a systematic approach to identifying the barriers and
opportunities faced by women producers and entrepreneurs, enabling
collaborative problem-solving (Chambers et al., 2021).

 The process creates space for marginalized participants to voice
concerns and exercise their agency but requires continuous
engagement and informed dialogue for effectiveness.

Maximum impact is
achieved when

diverse interventions
align across these
domains, with co-

production fostering
meaningful

connections for better
outcomes

The conceptual framework for an “ecosystem of support” for WEE aims to
employ a comprehensive and interconnected set of domains that collectively
work to enhance the economic participation and advancement of women.

3 Core Elements of
Framework
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 BACKGROUND

Women-led enterprises are key to advancing women's economic
empowerment (WEE) and fostering an inclusive economy (Fairlie,
2020), yet they often face structural and socio-cultural barriers to
growth.

Many WEE frameworks highlight the complex interplay of social,
economic, and policy factors but often overlook external shocks
like COVID-19 and the transformative role of digital technology,
which this framework aims to address.

The 'Ecosystem for Support' framework expands on existing WEE
measures by highlighting the role of digital and financial
technology, alongside risk preparedness, to better understand
challenges in advancing WEE.

 Key Domains of Framework

Co-production as an Approach to
support Conceptual Framework

 Women farmers and entrepreneurs are central to knowledge co-
production in designing the framework.

The framework: 

Ensures transformative changes in women's economic conditions by centering their perspectives in
the co-production process.

Emphasizes the importance of addressing the technological domain given its rapid growth and
potential globally. 

Emphasizes assessing risk management capabilities, ensuring women-led or engaged enterprises
are better prepared for climate and other shocks.

Serves as an analytical tool to examine WEE challenges and the transformative impact of
intersectional collaboration between the domains.
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Conclusions

Policy Environment (policies, dialogues, co-
learning, advocacy)

Environmental Domain (climate, energy smart,
adaptation, awareness, experimentation -

wintergreen)

Economic Empowerment (access to finance &
knowledge – fiscal literacy) 
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